Diving into darkness: Red-throated Diver diet

Healthy vs sick and oiled birds

Mardik Leopold

Hamburg, Diver workshop 25-11-2016
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ON THE FOOD HABITS

OF

SOME FISH-EATING BIRDS
IN DENMARK

DIVERS, GREBES, MERGANSERS, AND AUKS

BY

F. JENSENIUS MADSEN

Dan. Rev. Game Biol. 3: 19-83 (1957)

203 R-throated Divers: shot
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Do larger birds take larger prey?
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Netherlands vs Denmark
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Prey mass vs body condition

y=0.6817x+23.164

Max prey mass/bird R% = 0.0046, NS
. ,

Individual prey mass

y=1.7442x+ 2.7077
R% =0.0976,N=2020, P<0.01
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Slow deaths (150 birds)
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Conclusions:

The Madsen study can be repeated without shooting birds
(but this needs patience)

Location, Season and Health status influence diet
“Healthy diet”: mix of fatty clupeids and larger gadoids

Oiled or sick birds relax prey preference and eat what they

can get, often in calm waters. Less fatty clupeids, more small
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Where can they go?

© Steve Geelhoed



Habituation?







