
Diving into darkness:  Red-throated Diver diet 

 

Healthy vs sick and oiled birds 

Mardik Leopold 

Hamburg, Diver workshop 25-11-2016 





Winter: “seabird” 

but only in shallow nearshore waters 



Small divers in the southern North Sea in winter 

ca 40,000 (East) 

 ca 10,000 (West) 
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Specialist or limited diver? 
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NL: 261 Red-throated Divers: 

Found 1991-2014 

 

214 with prey 

 

2146 reconstructed prey 

35 prey species  
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Do larger birds take larger prey? 
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Prey mass vs body condition 
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Conclusions: 
The Madsen study can be repeated without shooting birds 

(but this needs patience) 

 

Location, Season and Health status influence diet 

 

“Healthy diet”: mix of fatty clupeids and larger gadoids 

 

Oiled or sick birds relax prey preference and eat what they 
can get, often in calm waters. Less fatty clupeids, more small 

fry 



Versitale foragers: will this help them in wind farms? 



Where can they go? 



Habituation? 



Should divers learn to use wind farms, 

we can actually see this happen 


